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Greetings,

November is a month
for remembering.
Veterans Day began
as Armistice Day to
commemorate the
cessation of hostilities between the
Allied nations and Germany that
went into effect on the eleventh hour
of the eleventh day of the eleventh
month.  Seven months before WWI
or “The Great War” officially ended
when the Treaty of Versailles was
signed on June 28, 1919 in France.
The end of hostilities is why
November 11, 1918, is generally
regarded as the end of “the war to
end all wars”.

President Wilson, in November
1919, had this to say: “To us in
America, the reflections of Armistice
Day will be filled with solemn pride
in the heroism of those who died in
the country's service and with
gratitude for the victory, both
because of the thing from which it
has freed us and because of the
opportunity it has given America to
show her sympathy with peace and
justice in the council of nations…”

The United States Congress made
November 11th an official holiday on
June 4, 1926 with these words:
Therefore be it resolved that the
President of the United States is

Planes crash, plants blow up, and people die because of poor

HMI design. Many HMIs actually impede rather than assist

operators. Many of the poor designs are holdovers due to the

limitations of early control systems and the lack of knowledge of

system designers. However, with the advent of newer and more

powerful systems, these limitations no longer apply. Also,

decades of research has identified better implementation

methods. Unfortunately, change is difficult and people continue to

follow poor design practices. In fact, some new designs are

actually worse than older designs! Just as a computer is not a

typewriter, new HMI designs should not mimic those of old. The

problem is that many designers often simply don’t know any

better. This presentation will review why certain HMI designs are

poor (with many examples) and show how they can be improved.

Evening Joint Meeting Notice
Wednesday - December 1, 2010

H.E.S.S. Building
5430 Westheimer

5:30 p.m. - Registration
6:00 p.m. - Dinner Served

6:30 p.m. - Program & Presentation

$25 after Nov. 29th

Make Reservation at:
http://www.houstonisa.org/Meetings_Events/

2010_December_General_Meeting/RSVP/

$20.00 with reservation by Nov. 29th

C h a i r m a n ’ s    M e s s a g e

By Steve Martindale

“Human Machine Interface (HMI) Design:
the Good, the Bad, and the Ugly

(and What Makes Them So)”

Speaker:  Paul Gruhn
ICS Triplex - a Rockwell Company

in the Pipe
TM

The International Society of Automation

18 th Annual Scholarship Golf Tournament
December 6th 2010

at Bear Creek Masters Course

Flyer & Registration Form:
http://www.isapl.org/download.htm
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requested to issue a proclamation
calling upon the officials to display
the flag of the United States on all
Government buildings on
November 11 and inviting the
people of the United States to
observe the day in schools and
churches, or other suitable places,
with appropriate ceremonies of
friendly relations with all other
peoples.

Veterans Day continues to be a
celebration to honor America's
veterans for their patriotism, love
of country, and willingness to
serve and sacrifice for the
common good. To all veterans
and those serving today I want to
thank you for your service and
sacrifice.

Another day of remembrance is
Thanksgiving.  In September
1620, a small ship called the
Mayflower left Plymouth, England,
carrying 102 passengers and
made the 66 day crossing to settle
in the “new land”.  In 1621, the
Plymouth colonists and
Wampanoag Indians shared an
autumn harvest feast that is
acknowledged today as one of the
first Thanksgiving celebrations in
the colonies.

For more than two centuries, days
of thanksgiving were celebrated by
individual colonies and states.  It
wasn't until 1863, in the midst of
the Civil War, that President
Abraham Lincoln proclaimed a

national Thanksgiving Day to be
held each November.  In a
proclamation Lincoln entreated all
Americans to ask God to
“commend to his tender care all
those who have become widows,
orphans, mourners or sufferers in
the lamentable civil strife” and to
“heal the wounds of the nation.”
He scheduled Thanksgiving for the
final Thursday in November.

Although Thanksgiving traditions
may have changed over the years
since the first celebration in
Massachusetts the central theme
of the holiday still remains. That is
to be thankful for what we have
and share some time with family
and friends over a good meal.
Some volunteer to provide free
meals to many that cannot provide
one for themselves and in doing
so demonstrate their thanks for
having the abundance that they
have been blessed with and
sharing that blessing with others.

I think we all have many things to
remember in November and many
more things to be thankful for.
Have a Happy Thanksgiving!

- Richard Feynman
(1918 – 1988)

Stay safe.

“You can know the name of a bird
in all the languages of the world,
but when you're finished, you'll
know absolutely nothing
whatsoever about the bird…So
let's look at the bird and see what
it's doing – that's what counts.  I
learned very early the difference
between knowing the name of
something and knowing
something.”
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Steve Martindale

P.O.  Box  890649
Houston, TX 77289
(281) 484-4830 / TEL
(281) 484-5456 / FAX
info@techquip.com
www.techquip.com

A range of valves for onshore,
offshore and subsea applications.

Europe (UK)

Singapore

USA & Canada

USA (Texas & Mexico)

e-mail address:

Tel: 01484 710511  Int’l ++ 44 1484 710511

Tel : (65) 6735 0526  Int’l: ++ 65 6735 0526

Tel: 519 767 6655  Int’l: ++ 1 519 767 6655

Tel:  281 564 2526  Int’l: ++ 1 281 564 2526

uk@alco-valves.com

Instrument Valves
Double Block & Bleed Valves

Chemical Injection and Sampling Valves

www.alco-valves.com

Steve Martindale
General Chairman
ISA Pipeline Subsection
ISA Houston Section
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FLOW PROVERS – DENSITY METERS

CUSTODY TRANSFER FLOW METERS

FIRE & GAS DETECTION

WIRELESS COMMUNICATION

ULTRASONIC CHECK METERS

FABRICATED SKID SYSTEMS

OMNIGUARD�DELPHIAN� FLEXIM

SALES & SERVICE
713-462-6200 www.allesco.com Fax 713-462-6249

14375 Sommermeyer Rd.  Houston, TX  77041
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AKI
CONTROL SYSTEMS

Design   Fabrication   Installation

Marcus Marinacci
Marketing & Sales

In Houston: 281-855-6400 Ext. 412   Fax: 281-855-6743
Outside Houston: 936-372-2100   Fax: 936-931-1300

E-mail address: MarcusM@akicontrols.com
1219 Farr St.   P.O. Box 444   Waller, TX  77484

Web Site:   www.rawsonlp.com

Ph:  713-684-1400
Fax:  713-684-1409

Instrumentation

Controls

&

Valves

CONTROLS

Specializing in the Design and Manufacturing of:

PLC Panels

Marshalling Panels

Relay Panels

Junction Boxes

Control Buildings

Marshalling Bldgs.

MCC Buildings

DCS Buildings

5601 W Sam Houston Pkwy N
Houston, TX 77041 Fax (713) 465-7664

Ph. (713) 465-7591

ISA and Pipeline Industry Events Calendar

For more speaker information, other events, registration forms for events, scholarship rules
& application form, newsletters or additional information visit the Houston ISA Pipeline

Subsection web site at: WWW.ISAPL.ORG

2010

2011

September 8th First Meeting FY10/11 at HESS
October 13th Regular Meeting at HESS
November 10th Regular Meeting at HESS
December 1st Joint Meeting with ISA Main Section at HESS
December 6th Annual Golf Tournament at Bear Creek

January 12th Measurement Seminar at HESS
February 9th Regular Meeting at HESS
March 9th Annual Shrimp Boil & TableTop Farm & Ranch
April 13th Tour TBA
May 18th Scholarship Meeting at HESS

(evening)

SMITH METER INC.
INVALCO
NOSHOK

CUSTODY TRANSFER
SYSTEMS

713.849.1440
www.lemc.com

Measurement Systems

LINCO Electromatic



ISA Pipeline Subsection
P.O. Box 2821

Stafford, TX  77497-2821

The
International Society

of Automation

TM

www.ABB.com/totalflow

TOTALFLOW
Measurement & Control Systems

433 Northpark Central Dr.
Houston, TX  77073

Tel: 281.869.5211
Fax: 281-869-5203

(281) 565-1118   Fax: (281) 565-1119
www.dynamicflowcomputers.com

“Proven Technology, Off-the-Shelf Solutions”

The Next Generation Flow Computers
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Easy configuration.
Rugged Hardware
Custody measurement for oil and
gas in the same unit.

F l o w C o m p u t e r s

Measurement & control instrumentation

for the global oil & gas process control

industries

Flow Metering
Turbines

Orifice Plates & Fittings

PD Meters

DP Cone Meters

Ultrasonics

DPUs
Recorders

Controllers

Switches

Indicators

Flow Electronics
Flow Computers

Totalizers

Transmitters

Flow Analysis
Water Cut

Sampling

Relief Valves

www.c-a-m.com/flo

NUFLO BARTON CALDON CLIF MOCK

MEASUREMENT SYSTEMS

Flow Computers for Fiscal Measurement
and Control of Gases and Liquids

Online Sulfur Analyzers

Custody Transf r Flow Meterse

713.272.0404
www.thermo.com

Bayer Engineering and

Technical Sales

T   (888) 895-8189
F   (936) 291-8191
www.bets-co.com

Bayer Engineering and Technical Sales

Roger Thornton
P.O. Box 429
Dodge, Texas 77334-0429

Technology and design for custody transfer

- Flow Meters
- Control Valves
- Flow Computers
- Provers - Piston and Ball
- Level Monitors and Control
- Turn-key Engineered Solutions


